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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS & CITIZENSHIP 

October 2019, Paris - France 

Fédération nationale des Francas 

Concept note for international partners 

 

The Francas 

The Francas, a French national, secular federation of structures and 

activities has an indivisible educative, social and cultural mission. The 

Francas take action so that all children and adolescents have access 

to quality recreation, with the goal of giving them access to active 

citizenship. They are united around common values – humanism, 

liberty, equality, solidarity, secularism, peace – which they bring to 

life each day through their educative action. Key figures for the 

National Federation of the Francas: 50,000 volunteers, 81 

departmental and territorial associations, 1,200 member organisers, 

1.3 million children and adolescents accommodated each year, 5,000 

affiliated activity centres, 4500 activity professionals (facilitators, 

directors, coordinators) and 6500 volunteer facilitators (with aptitude 

certificate for facilitation and direction, BAFA and BAFD) trained each 

year. 

The festival project 

In 2019, the International Convention for the Rights of the Child will have 30 years of existence. The 

Fédération nationale des Francas, French organisation, is planning to gather 650 children and 

teenagers aged from 6 to 16 to an international festival of children’s rights & citizenship to take place 

in France in October 2019: one part in Amiens, in the hosting region Hauts-de-France (20th-22d 

October), one part in the festival in Paris (22d to 25th October). The Francas wish to invite children from 

at least 5 countries. 

The festival will take place in Paris during 4 days, but we want to invite the children 2 days before in 

order for them to meet children from a hosting region with whom they will go together to the festival. 

The hosting regions are Haut-de-France and Centre Val de Loire (not too far away from Paris). 500 

children will come from France, 100 from the region which is hosting the festival (that is to say Île de 

France) and 50 from other countries (Germany, Portugal, Slovenia, Algeria, and Belgium). The children 

can come with their school, leisure centre, children local council, children non-profit organisation… 

We want to invite 5 to 10 children per country and 1 to 2 youth workers or teachers, from one or two 

different places in the country. We receive Erasmus + fundings for the teenagers aged 13 and more, 

and OFAJ-DFJW fundings for all children from Portugal, Germany, Slovenia, Algeria. 80 youth workers 

will be on site to support the youth workers from France and other countries coming with their group. 

We want to invite the international groups to stay during 2 days before the festival within the leisure 

centers of the region which is inviting them : from 20th to 22d of October, either in Lille, Vierzon or 

Amiens (the group we are still looking for will be hosted in Amiens with the group from Portugal and a 

group from France). They will then take part in the festival in Paris together with the French children 

of their hosting region from Tuesday 22d at 2 p.m. to Friday 25th at noon. We plan more time if the 

groups want to stay on Friday afternoon to enjoy Paris for free time, and leave on Saturday 26th in the 
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morning. The children will sleep in youth hostels from the cities hosting them in the hosting regions, 

and in the youth hostel “D’Artagnan” in Paris (20th district). 

Before the festival, we would be very glad if the participants could prepare themselves to take part. 

We plan to collect the expressions of the children about their living conditions and their rights in 

practice. The topics are diverse: what the children like, what is boring for them, what they would 

change, what is essential for them… in their daily life, holiday, leisure center, city, village… as concerns 

school, health, transportation, accommodation, food, free time… The places where we would like to 

collect those expressions are also diverse: philosophical workshops, webradio workshops, city children 

councils, artistic workshops as pictures, movies, drawings, comic strips, poster…  

During the festival, the participants will have access to various spaces: 

- An international gallery of the rights with the productions made by groups of children, and 

games ; 

- Rooms for workshops to express themselves about their rights and living conditions, including 

radio room; 

- A space for dialogue with elected representatives (French, but ex-Members of the European 

Parliament as well); 

- A space with games, digital gaming and books related to the rights of children 

We will ensure that the children understand each other, and understand what they see and hear during 

the festival, taking into account the language dimension. 

Before, during and after the festival, the expressions of the children will be reachable on an online 

platform about rights and citizenship: https://www.enfantsacteurscitoyens.fr/. We plan to edit a 

qualitative report at the end of 2019 with their expressions and recommendations. From 20th to 23rd 

of December 2019, we plan to gather 700 adults at the “Francas Convention” (congress, forum and 

popular university) and to discuss with them about the results of the expressions of children. We will 

then write the guidelines of our organisation for 2020-2025.  

Contact 

Marielle Cartiaux Ourabah,  

European project director, pädagogische Mitarbeiterin für DFJW 

Fédération nationale des Francas 

mcartiaux@francas.asso.fr  

0033 1 44 64 21 62, 0033 6 86 63 29 40 
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